Page 5, between lines 8 and 9 insert - -DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS- -. 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

Amend Claims 3-9 a s follows and add Claims 10-20: 

3. A lifting apparatus in accordance with claim 1 , wherein the pivot axle (12) 
penetrates an elongate opening of the lever (13, 30). 

4. A lifting apparatus in accordance with claim 1 , wherein the longer lever 
arm (56) consists of two parts (31 , 33) which are displaceable relative to one another 
and fixable to one another. 

5. A lifting apparatus in accordance with claim 1 , wherein the spring element 
(20) is hinged to the longer lever arm (31, 32). 

6. A lifting apparatus in accordance with claim 1 , wherein the lever (13) is 
provided in the region of the pivot axle (12) with a third arm (19) to which the spring 
element (20) is hinged. 

7. A lifting apparatus in accordance with claim 1 , wherein the spring element 
(20) is hinged to one end of a link (53) whose other end is linked to the body part and 
wherein a rod (54) is hinged like a connecting rod to the link (53), between its joints, 
with its other end being linked to the lever or to a third arm of the lever. 
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8. A lifting apparatus in accordance with any ot claim 1 , wherein the 
longitudinal axis of the spring element (20) or of the rod (54) sweeps over the pivot axle 
(12) of the lever between the closed position and the open position of the folding flap. 

9. A lifting apparatus in accordance with claim 1 , wherein the spring element 
is a gas compression spring (20). 
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10. A lifting apparatus in accordance with claim 2, wherein the pivot axle (12) 
penetrates an elongate opening of the lever (13, 30). 

11. A lifting apparatus in accordance with claim 10, wherein the longer lever 
arm (56) consists of two parts (31 , 33) which are displaceable relative to one another 
and fixable to one another. 

12. A lifting apparatus in accordance with claim 1 1 , wherein the spring 
element (20) is hinged to the longer lever arm (31 , 32). 

13. A lifting apparatus in accordance with claim 12, wherein the lever (13) is 
provided in the region of the pivot axle (12) with a third arm (19) to which the spring 
element (20) is hinged. 
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14. A lifting apparatus in accordance with claimT3, wherein the spring 
element (20) is hinged to one end of a link (53) whose other end is linked to the body 
part and wherein a rod (54) is hinged like a connecting rod to the link (53), between its 
joints, with its other end being linked to the lever or to a third arm of the lever. 

15. A lifting apparatus in accordance with claim 14, wherein the 
longitudinal axis of the spring element (20) or of the rod (54) sweeps over the pivot axle 
(12) of the lever between the closed position and the open position of the folding flap. 

16. A lifting apparatus in accordance with claim 15, wherein the spring 
element is a gas compression spring (20). 

17. A lifting apparatus in accordance with claim 2, wherein the spring element 
(20) is hinged to one end of a link (53) whose other end is linked to the body part and 
wherein a rod (54) is hinged like a connecting rod to the link (53), between its joints, 
with its other end being linked to the lever or to a third arm of the lever. 


18. A lifting apparatus in accordance with claim 7, wherein the 
longitudinal axis of the spring element (20) or of the rod (54) sweeps over the pivot axle 
(12) of the lever between the closed position and the open position of the folding flap. 


